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Atlanta Area Council Vision Statement 
The vision of the Atlanta Area Council is to promote communication between chapters, to disseminate information,                
to exchange ideas, to participate in workshops, seminars and other joint activities and to provide opportunities for members   
to grow personally and professionally through education, networking support and community recognition. 
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Chairman’s Message 

Greetings ABWA Atlanta Area Council,   

Spring is in the air. April showers, warmer temperatures, plants in full bloom 

with flowers in brilliant colors and pollen are all evidence that spring is here. 

It is during this time of renewal and transformation, to clean out the clutter, 

plant new seeds and celebrate. Spring is considered the most beautiful of all 

the seasons. Spring is, also, called the queen of seasons because of its beauty, 

growth and blossoming. When I think of spring as the queen of seasons, I   

realize there are comparisons to us, the queens of ABWA. The comparative 

characteristics are beauty radiance, energic, personal growth, adaptability,  

inspirational and graceful. As we move forward into this new season, let the 

beauty of nature be reflected in us.  

As we close the chapter on the 1st quarter of our council year, let us reflect on our many outstanding 

achievements:  

 1st Quarterly meeting and WOY Celebration. What a thrill to see the great attendance at the 

meeting.  

 Transition of website to a new platform and webmaster  

 Collaboration team to develop new and efficient Membership Directory form 

 Addition of new chapter to council, InspireHer Chapter 

Thanks to the everyone who contributed to the success of these programs and efforts. 

We are eagerly looking forward to the beginning of the 2nd quarter and all the opportunities and 

achievements to come. Many exciting ideas that will improve operations and efficiencies have been 

presented by committees and are currently in the development phase.   

Please register to attend our 2nd Quarterly Program and Inner Circle Recognition on April 26, 2025, 

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM at the Atlanta Hilton Hotel. 

Please mark your calendars to Save the Dates for our upcoming events:  

Leadership Workshop, June 14, 2025  

Educational Forun and Luncheon honoring District 1 VP, July 25 & July 26, 2025   

My sincere gratitude to the entire council for your dedication. With your continued support,                

commitment and enthusiasm, I am confident we will achieve great things together this council year.  

Sincerely, 

Irene Hudgins, 2025 Chairman  

ABWA Atlanta Area Council 

https://aacabwa.org/
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Atlanta Area Council Q1 Meeting and WOY Celebration Minutes 

 

Date: January 25, 2025 Time: 11:00 am Location: Hilton Atlanta Airport Hotel 
10:30 am: Networking and vendor shopping 
 
Attendees: Irene Hudgins, Denise Turner, Retoin George, Denise Fareed, Trina Nkhazi, Anne O’Neill, Delsonia   
Chappell, Peg Taylor, Deborah Johnson-Blake, Peg Taylor, Beyunker Gilbert, Rebekah Reynolds, Barbara Campbell, 
Sarah Mobley, Michelle English, Roshon Thomas, Ethelyn Barksdale, Stephanie Johnson, Videssa Woods, Sonya 
Lowe, Dior Davis 
 
GENERAL MEETING 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Irene Hudgins at 11:05 am. The invocation was led by Chairman Hudgins. 
The pledge was led by Denise Fareed, treasurer. The welcome and introduction of our 2025 AAC Chairman was given 
by Vice-Chair Denise Turner. Opening remarks were given by our Chairman, Irene Hudgins. 
 
Chairman Hudgins introduced the 2025 Executive Board, PAAC Advisor, 2024 Woman of the Year, Ex-Officio and 
National President. 
 

Committee chairs and special guests were introduced by Chairman Hudgins: 
•    Decorations – Donna Love 
•    Fundraising – Peg Taylor 
•    Hospitality – Videssa Woods 
•    DVP Celebration – PAACC 
•    Membership – Karen Taylor Moody 
•    Newsletter – Brenda Wyatt (interim) 
•    Leadership workshop – Glenda Shivers, Delcenia Mitchell 
•    Program – Sonya Lowe 
•    Public Relations – Roshon Thomas 
•    Shower of Cards – Ethelyn Barksdale 
•    Website – Deborah Johnson-Blake 
•    WOY 2025 – Delsonia Chappell 

Special Guests 
•    Anne O’Neill, 2024-2025 National President 
•    Dior Davis, 2024-2025 District I Vice President 
•    Trina Nhkazi, 2021-2022 Past National President, Forever Ten 
•    Sonya Lowe, 2023-2024 District I Vice President 
•    Dr. Deborah Johnson-Blake, 2021 American Business Woman, Forever Ten 
•    Videssa Woods, Past D1 Ambassador Steering Committee Representative, 2023 AAC WOY 
• Marlena Coggins – Past District I Vice President, Forever Ten 
• Barbara Campbell, Forever Ten 
• Tamiko Leverette, Forever Ten 
 

Trina Nkhazi, our 2024 PAACC advisor, introduced the PAACC members and league presidents 
                Past Council Chairs 

•    Marlena Coggins – legacy builder 
•    Anne O’Neill – National President 
•    Trina Nkhazi 
• Reva Johnson 
• Delsonia Chappell 
 

League Presidents 
•    Airport Charter Chapter – Terrill McFarland (Level I) 
•    Atlanta Peach – Gwendolyn Bridges 
•    Douglasville Charter – Vonda Thorpe (absent – please say blessing for her quick recovery) 
•    Pyramid Chapter – Denise Turner 

Continue on page 4   
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Atlanta Area Council Q1 Meeting and WOY Celebration Minutes  
 
 

 
Special Presentation of Chapter Award 
The 2024 year was closed out with an appeal to all chapters to encourage early payment of their annual dues. Those 
chapters who paid prior to November 30, 2024, were entered into a drawing for $50 to go toward chapter operations. 
The check was presented to Golden Dome. 
 
Announcements 
There will be a District I meeting on Monday, January 27, 2025. 
 
LUNCH and VENDOR Shopping 
 
Vendors and Silent Auction 
Vendors were introduced and they shared their wares: 

• Sandy Kroese-Simply Tasteful 
• Rita Wilson – J Bloom Jewelry 
• Denise Fareed – Unique Things 

Information on silent auction items was shared. 
 
BUSINESS MEETING 
Minutes from the October 2024 meeting 
The minutes were printed in the newsletter. There was one minor administrative correction. The 
minutes will be filed as recorded. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The financial report will be emailed to all presidents and delegates in February. The budget was also sent to chapter 
presidents and delegates. 
The roll call of delegates was given by Retoin George, Communications Officer. Delegates were 
asked to stand where they were. 

•     Airport – Stephanie Johnson 
•     Atlanta Peach – Ethelyn Barksdale 
•     Buckhead – Roshon Thomas 
•     Douglas County - Michelle English 
• Golden Dome – Sarah Mobley 
• Harris County – Anne O’Neill  
• Hidden Hills – Barbara Campbell  
• Pyramid – Delsonia Chappell  
• Roll call was completed and there was a quorum. 
 

A motion was made Anne O’Neill and second by Stephanie Johnson to accept the 2025 budget as presented. The          
motion carried. 
 
 National Update  
The update was given by National President, Anne O’Neill. The new theme is: Believe, Belong, Become. The new plat-
form has been launched. President O’Neill challenged everyone to log into the new platform and add a picture before 
Spring Conference which is March 21-22, 2025. There will be a District I Zoom call on January 27, 2025, at 8pm. Per-
sons are being sought to run for National offices. The deadline is April 1, 2025. 
 
Speaker  
The keynote speaker, Dr. Deborah Johnson-Blake, 2024 Woman of the Year, was introduced by Delsonia Chappell. Dr. 
“DJ” is the CEO of the Writing Pad, a time management coach, and a member of Douglas County Charter chapter. Dr. 
“DJ” is affectionately known as the “The Time Management Diva.” 

 

Continue from page 3   

Continue on page 5   
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Continue from page 4   

Atlanta Area Council Q1 Meeting and WOY Celebration Minutes 
 
 
The topic was “Finding Unity in the Community.” Unity – embrace diversity and create a safe space 
where everyone can thrive. 
L – lead with vision and awareness 
E – establish foundational priorities 
A – allocate resources and time, build in a time for self-care 
D – delegate to elevate 
E – eliminate non-essentials, recognize activities that are of low value 
R – rejuvenate with regular breaks, avoid burnout, work 25 minutes, then take a 5 minute break 
S – set ambitious but realistic goals 
H – harness technology for collaboration, share resources 
I – introspect to inspire growth 
P – project forward for purposeful impact 
 
Stay open-minded. Embrace each step to elevate, inspire and empower. 
 
Call to action: carry forward a spirit of unity. Unity is strength. 
The speaker was presented with a small token of our appreciation. 
 
Woman of the Year Recognition – Delsonia Chappell 
We had three outstanding candidates for Woman of the Year: Beyunker Gilbert – Pyramid Chapter, 
Rebekah Reynolds – Douglas County, and Peg Taylor – Douglas County. The judges were non-ABWA 
members who were given numbered (no names) applications. The judges were Teresa Hicks and 
Beverly Heidelbert met and selected Peg Taylor as our 2025 Council Woman of the Year. 
 
Fundraising/Chapter of the Quarter (COQ)/Silent auction information was given by Herdy 
Menina, fundraising co-chair. The COQ was Atlanta Peach. The chapter received a check for $50.00 
to be used for chapter operating funds. 
 
Silent Auction winners: 

• $25.00 Amazon gift card – Delsonia Chappell 
• $50.00 Longhorn gift card, champagne, and chocolate – Beyunker Gilbert 
• Pure Haven Body oil – Beyunker Gilbert 
• Wine in a basket – Terrill McFarland 
• Zebra Shawl and matching jewelry – Dr Lori James 
 

The silent auction raised $256.00. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Acknowledgements were made by Chairman Irene Hudgins to the staff of the Hilton Hotel, WOY 
Committee, Hospitality Committee, and Delsonia Chappell. 
 
Chairman Hudgins recognized first time attendees Stephanie Johnson-Airport, Dr Zanthia Reddish – 
Douglas County, and Consuelo Hopkins – Airport. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The benediction was given by Chairman Irene Hudgins. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm. 
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2025 Council Goals 

The goals of the Council are to enhance and support the mission of the Association and its Chapters and      

Express Networks; to support and improve the earning power of all members; advance working women by 

providing them with opportunities for professional development and facilitating the exchange of ideas and    

information among the Chapters and Express Networks in their areas and provide enrichment opportunities   

for area members. Councils serve as a conduit for information between local Chapters and Express Networks 

and venues for face-to-face connections between members of those Chapters and Express Networks. 

2025 Calendar of Meetings & Events 
The Atlanta Area Council holds 2-4 general membership meetings during the year. The meeting schedule also 
includes Special Events. 

DATE EVENT TIME LOCATION 

January 11, 2025 Executive Board Meeting 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM ZOOM 

January 25, 2025 Quarterly Council Meeting/WOY            

Luncheon 
11 AM—1 PM Hilton Atlanta Airport 

1031 Virginia Ave, Atlanta 

February 18. 2025 2025 AAC Planning Meeting 8:00 AM (Breakfast) 

9:00 AM -11:00 AM 

(Planning) 

Hilton Atlanta Airport 

1031 Virginia Ave, Atlanta 

March 21-22, 2025 ABWA Virtual Regional Conference   ZOOM 

March 29, 2025 Executive Board Meeting 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM ZOOM 

April 26, 2025 Quarterly Council Meeting 

Top Ten/Inner Circle Recognition 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM Hilton Atlanta Airport 

1031 Virginia Ave, Atlanta 

June 14, 2025 Leadership Workshop 

  

9:30 AM— 2:00 PAM Hilton Atlanta Airport 

1031 Virginia Ave, Atlanta 

July 25, 2025 DVP Celebration - Friday Night           

Reception 
6:30 PM — 8:30 PM Hilton Atlanta Airport 

1031 Virginia Ave, Atlanta 

July 26, 2025 Educational Forum & Luncheon              

Honoring District I VP Dior Davis 

9:00 AM—3:00 PM Hilton Atlanta Airport 

1031 Virginia Ave, Atlanta 

September 20, 2025 Executive Board Meeting 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM Hilton Atlanta Airport 

1031 Virginia Ave, Atlanta 

 October 25, 2025 Quarterly Council Meeting— Inner            

Circle Awards & Elections 
 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM  Hilton Atlanta Airport 

1031 Virginia Ave, Atlanta 

November 12-15, 2025 National Women’s Leadership          

Conference 

8:00 AM— 5:00 PM The Westin Portland Harborview 

Portland, Main 

 

December 6, 2025 

Date changed due to NWLC 

schedule 

Transition Meeting 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Hilton Atlanta Airport 

1031 Virginia Ave, Atlanta 

https://aacabwa.org/
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Chapters’ Announcement 
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Chapters’ Announcement 
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2025 Chapters of the Month 

 

Each chapter is requested to bring a 

Silent Auction item 

 valued at $50 to the council meetings. 

 

January Meeting 

Airport Charter Chapter 

Atlanta Peach Chapter 

Buckhead Charter Chapter 

Douglas County Charter Chapter 

 

April Meeting 

ELEN 

Golden Dome Charter Chapter 

Harris County Charter Chapter  

Hidden Hills Chapter 

 

July District I DVP Celebration 

All Atlanta Area Council Leagues 

 

October Meeting 

McIntosh Chapter 

Pyramid Chapter 

Solidarity Chapter  

InspireHer Chapter 

"What gets measured, gets improved." 

Take advantage of more courses from our 
ABWA Apex Campus! As long as you reg-
ister by the deadline at 5pm CT, you will 
have 50 days to complete the courses com-
plimentary (a $60 value). 

Change Management - April 1st - April 
30th, 2025 - (School of Leadership) When 
we follow a good strategy, complete an im-
portant project, or install a new technology, 
we expect to realize its benefits. However, 
many organizations find that people are slow 
to adopt the improvements, or don't adopt 
them at all. Change Management offers a 
structured process for planning, preparing, 
implementing and monitoring successful 
change in an organization. Learn the seven 
reasons that change efforts fail and how 
change management practices address these 
courses.  

Process Confirmation - April 1st - 30th, 
2025 - (School of Lean) - Process Confirma-
tion is a systematic way to check that critical 
processes are being followed through a sim-
ple, visual, time-based activity, which in-
volves going to where the work is actually 
done. Through the 7 modules, learn how this 
brief, informal audit can lead to productive 
discussions about keeping and making fur-
ther improvements.  

Login at www.myapexcampus.org under 
the The School of Leadership and School 
of Lean and register today!  (Process Confir-
mation is the 26th course listed and Change 
Management is the 1st course listed, or use 
the Course Search feature.) Please call the 
ABWA National team at 913-732-5100 or 
email us at webmail@abwa.org, if you have 
questions. 

https://aacabwa.org/
http://www.myapexcampus.org/
http://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fwww.myapexcampus.org%2F/1/010001963ffa97b8-681bff9b-bf0c-4724-8dc9-b202202b1869-000000/r2lWvs2VoOMlo0TzM1LBTntuboA=422
http://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fwww.webmail@abwa.org%2F/1/010001963ffa97b8-681bff9b-bf0c-4724-8dc9-b202202b1869-000000/8XHdzgh592mqQ1M1G5yDbarjJBY=422
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Members Corner 

Janelle Hudgins, a well talented and  driven 9th 

grader at Banneker High School, had the excit-

ing opportunity to attend Clemson University’s             

C-CATS program (Clemson’s Challenge for           

Academically  Talented Students) from April       

3-5, 2025.  The program was held at the scenic 

Hanson Camp in South Carolina, where high 

schoolers stayed for the weekend while diving 

into a range of academic and leadership            

experiences.  

C-CATS is a selective weekend program           

designed for high-achieving high school fresh-

men and sophomores. Its purpose is to introduce       

students to college life, leadership development, 

and goal setting through immersive workshops 

and activities.   

For Janelle, the experience was inspiring and     

motivating. Janelle thought Clemson’s campus was cool and amazing. Throughout the weekend, Janelle 

participated in leadership stimulations, group challenges and personal development sessions. She took a 

tour of the campus and heard from current Clemson students, gaining insights into college life, career 

paths, and what it truly means to be a part of the Clemson community. Janelle left the C-CATS program 

with a renewed sense of purpose. This experience made Janelle think more seriously about what she wants 

to do after high school, and she is excited for what’s ahead. Janelle enjoyed the outdoor adventures at      

Hanson Camp, such as hikes, rope courses, ax throwing and other outdoor activities.  

As Janelle continues her high school journey, her experience at Clemson’s C-CATS program will serve as 

a remainder of what’s possible through hard work, dedication, and a passion for learning.  

Janelle is the granddaughter of Irene Hudgins, current  Vice President of Airport Charter Chapter 

and Chairman of Atlanta Area Council.   

https://aacabwa.org/
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Members Corner 
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June Leadership Workshop 
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July Luncheon Celebration 
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AAC Membership Incentive Initiative 

The purpose of the membership incentive program is to encourage the attendance of members 

from each chapter/express networks. This will be done by giving the chapter/express networks 

with the most members at the meeting a gift.  As a result, the membership committee is imple-

menting the below steps immediately. 

 

Incentives for Chapters/Express Networks 

• Quarterly incentives for the Chapter Leagues and Express Networks (January, April, July, 

October). June workshop bonus. 

• Incentive is based on the number of members in attendance from the various Chapter 

Leagues/Express Network. 

• A gift will be given each quarter to the Chapter League/Express Network at the meeting. 

• A gift will be given out at the meeting to each first-time member at the meeting. 

• One grand gift will be given at the end of the year for the Chapter League/Express Network 

for total attendance for the AAC year. 

Membership 

https://aacabwa.org/
https://aacabwa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/104663524348
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Membership 

https://aacabwa.org/


Council News                                                                                              April 2025  | Volume 17 | Issue II 

 https://aacabwa.org/ 18 

Nationals’ Announcement 
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Nationals’ Announcement 
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Nationals’ Announcement 
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Nationals’ Announcement 
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2025 Committee Chairs/Co-chairs 

 

Decorations             Donna Love  

 

DVP Celebration Co-chairs                   PAACC Members 

 

Education (June Leadership Workshop)               Glenda Shivers 

Co-chairs                       Delsenia Mitchell  

         

Fundraising Co-chairs                    Peg Taylor  

               Herdy Menina 

 

Hospitality                      Videssa Woods 

 

Membership             Karen Taylor-Moody  

 

Newsletter                      Brenda Wyatt (Interim) 

 

Programs              Sonya Lowe  

 

Publicity/FB             Roshon Thomas   

  

Shower of Cards Coordinator                                Ethelyn Barksdale 

 

Technology/Website                    Dr. Deborah Johnson-Blake  

     

Woman of the Year (2025)           Delsonia Chappell  

https://aacabwa.org/
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2024-2025 Chapter Presidents and  Delegates 

Chapter President Primary Delegate 

Airport Charter Terrill McFarland Stephanie Johnson 

Atlanta Peach Gwendolyn Bridges Ethelyn Barksdale 

Buckhead Professional Women’s Linda Williams Roshon Thomas 

Douglas County Vonda Thorpe Cheryl Tibbs 

Empowered Ladies Express Network Nichelle Mathur Sandy Defoe 

Golden Dome Glenda Shivers Sarah Mobley 

Harris County Myra Stevens Brown Myra Stevens Brown 

Hidden Hills Precious Mapp Debbie Matthews 

Pyramid Evelene Key Margaret Tarver 

June 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14Leadership 

Workshop 

15 16 17 18 19 

Juneteenth 
20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

https://aacabwa.org/
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Atlanta Area Council 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Establish December 1979 

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  

1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for 

the American Business Women’s Association.  

2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and     

convictions to interfere with the representation of      

ABWA’s mission.  

3. Members will not use their personal power or position 

of influence to advance their personal interests.  

4. Members will always treat their member colleagues, 

guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, 

fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in good 

faith.  

5. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA        

National, Chapter, Express Network and Council      

Bylaws.  

6. Members will strive for excellence in their          

professions by maintaining and enhancing their 

own business knowledge and skills, and by        

encouraging the professional development of    

other members and women in their community. 

The mission of the American Business        

Women’s Association is to bring together  

businesswomen of diverse occupations 

and to provide opportunities for them to 

help  themselves and others grow         

personally and  professionally through 

leadership, education, networking      

support, and national recognition 

2025 Executive Board 

Chairman 

 Irene Hudgins 

Airport Charter Chapter 

Email: ihudgins@bellsouth.net 

 

Vice Chairman 

 Denise Turner 

Pyramid Chapter  

Email: deniseturer52@gmail.com 

  

Communications Officer 

 Retoin George  

Golden Dome Charter Chapter 

Email: rgeorge_us@yahoo.com  

 

 
Financial Officer 

 Denise Fareed  

Atlanta Peach Chapter  

Email: denisefareed@att.net  

 

 
Ex- Officio 

 Anne O’Neill  

Harris County Charter Chapter  

Email:                                          

abwaanneoneill@gmail.com 

 

 
PAACC Advisor 

 Trina Nkhazi 

Airport Charter Chapter  

    Email: trina4abwa@gmail.com  

https://aacabwa.org/
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